
WORLD THINKING DAY:
PLANNING A SERVICE UNIT EVENT

World Thinking Day is celebrated every year on February 22. The World Thinking Day 2020 theme is “Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion.” The theme highlights the diversity reflected in the Girl Scout and Girl Guide movement, and calls 
attention to the ways that girls can work together to create a more equitable and inclusive world. Use this two-page 
resource as a framework to develop a service unit World Thinking Day event that addresses and incorporates this year’s 
theme. 

WORLD THINKING DAY SCHEDULE
Here’s a sample schedule of a World Thinking Day event. Depending on the size of your event, you can choose to have 
girls rotate through stations, or do each as a whole group. 

• Welcome and Introduction
• Flag ceremony
• Ice breakers and Energizers
• Activity #1 – Fulfills Step 1 of award
• Activity #2 – Fulfills Step 2 of award
• Activity #3 – Fulfills Step 3 of award
• Take Action Project
• Reflection and Debrief
• Closing flag ceremony

ICE BREAKERS AND ENERGIZERS
If you’re hosting an event with multiple troops who don’t know each other well, choose ice breakers that encourage girls 
to move around and mingle with new folks. Here’s one that works well in any space and with any sized group:

• People to people. Have girls mingle and move around the room until they hear you shout, “People to people!”
Girls should repeat “People to people!” Then, call out a number from one to seven. Girls should form groups
with this many people in it. Then, call out a question or prompt for girls to answer (“What superpower would you
have?” “Do you have a hidden talent?” “Say a story about your name.”) After girls have formed groups, girls should
introduce themselves to each other, and each have a turn answering the question. Call out “People to people!” to
signal girls to find new groups.

For additional ideas, check out Inclusive School’s collection of Icebreakers and Connection Activities.

ACTIVITIES
Many of the activities listed in Girl Scouts of the USA’s World Thinking Day activity guides can be adapted for a larger-
scale event by dividing girls up into smaller groups. Because of the subject matter being covered in this year’s theme, 
it might also be helpful to divide girls by program grade levels (Daisy, Brownie, Juniors and Cadette, Seniors, and 
Ambassadors participating in separate rotations).

Daisy, Brownie, Junior activities:
To complete Step 1: Make a DEI collage; Create a WTD song; Connect to Girl Scouts and Girl Guides
To complete Step 2: Tight hands game; Make a welcome mat
To complete Step 3: Bandage game; Equal hike

Cadette, Senior, Ambassador activities:
To complete Step 1: Make a DEI collage; Diversity bingo
To complete Step 2: Inclusion scavenger hunt; Change your perspective
To complete Step 3: Let them eat cake; Global marketplace

https://inclusiveschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Student_Connection_Activities_and_Icebreakers.pdf
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/about-girl-scouts/global/world-thinking-day.html


TAKE ACTION PROJECT
Take Action projects help develop girls into strong, confident leaders by challenging them to think critically, work 
collaboratively, and act intentionally. There are a few ways to complete this part of earning the World Thinking Day 
award at a service unit (or large group) event. You can either choose to develop a Take Action project together to 
complete during the event, or hand out take-home sheets for girls and troops to complete on their own. Here are a few 
ideas for Take Action projects that can be completed during the event:

REFLECTION AND DEBRIEF
Be sure to build in enough time at the end of your event to give girls an opportunity to reflect on their World Thinking 
Day experience. This step is critical because it allows time and space to address and process any emotions that 
might have come up during the activities before girls leave the space. Ask if girls would like to share one or two things 
they learned that day. Are there any follow-up steps girls and/or troop leaders should do after the event is over? If so, 
provide these in a take-away sheet or post-event email.

PROBLEM ROOT CAUSE SOLUTION

During the equal hike/inclusion 
scavenger hunt activities, girls 
notice barriers that prevent the 
space from being accessible to 
everyone. 

People aren’t aware of how to 
make a space more inclusive.

Draft a letter to a city council 
member, government official, 
or parks and rec representative. 
Girls can add their ideas of how to 
make the space more welcoming 
to everyone, then have girls add 
their signatures.

Kids at school usually eat lunch or 
socialize with their usual group of 
friends, which might make other 
kids feel left out.

People are afraid of going out of 
their comfort zones or don’t have 
a choice about who they sit next 
to at lunch.

Provide resources to girls on 
implementing a Mix It Up at Lunch 
Day at their school. Use Teaching 
Tolerance’s resources: 
www.tolerance.org/mix-it-up

The school or community library 
doesn’t have a diverse collection 
of books.

People don’t know where to find 
diverse books.

Before your event, connect with 
your local library or public school 
district to arrange a book dona-
tion. At your event, hold a diverse 
book drive and have girls come to 
the event with a diverse book to 
donate. Then, have girls create a 
poster about the importance of 
diverse books and ask their local 
library or school media center to 
display it.

www.tolerance.org/mix-it-up

